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Union Plaza will be the destination 
attraction for Lincoln families 

and visitors to discover, gather, and 
celebrate! Located between 21st and 
22nd Streets and òOó and òRó Streets, 
this six-acre park will include four 
water features, a festival space, a new 
trail connection, artwork, a childrenõs 
play area, a pond plaza, outdoor 
plaza seating, a scenic overlook and 
an outdoor amphitheater.
 A heartfelt thank you to each of 
you who have supported our $4.75 
million fundraising campaign to 
build and support Union Plaza; 
Lincolnõs newest urban park which 
will serve as a catalyst for economic 
development, revitalization, and our 
overall bright future.
  Special and sincere thanks to our 
lead donor, Union Bank & Trust, 
which donated $1.5 million to the 

campaign. Additionally, we want to 
reiterate our special gratitude toward 
our campaign leadership team, who 
at the helm of this grand endeavor, 
have been vital to our success. The 
team includes Mike Seacrest, Roger 
Larson, Patty Pansing Brooks, and T.J. 
McDowell, Jr., who are all volunteers 
within our community.
 We wanted to share a progress 
report with you about construction 
phase of this project. Union Plaza is 
approximately 25% complete at this 
time.  The excavation and grading 
have been completed, the low ÿow 
channel and trail system are almost 
þnished, and work is now focused on 
the creation of the amphitheater.  
 Throughout the fall, infrastructure 
for two of the fountains will be com-
pleted and beginning in October, trees 
(continued on page 2) 

Union Plaza Campaign a Success

The Lincoln Parks Foundation is 
indebted to our amazing volun-

teers. Here are just two recent shining 
examples of people who have devoted 
their valuable time to promote our 
mission recently.
 On September 17, 2009 our dear 
friend and beloved Trustee, Clancy 
Woolman, organized the Foundationõs 
17th Annual Golf Tournament. A full 
line-up of teams from corporate spon-
sors and individual donors turned out 
on a pleasant fall day to enjoy one of 
Lincolnõs beautiful public golf courses, 
Highlands, and to raise money for a 
good cause. Clancy Woolman has or-
ganized this tournament each year of 
the Foundationõs existence and it has 
become our longest running annual 

event. This event provides much need-
ed sustaining funds to our organiza-
tion in support of many programs and 
initiatives. We extend a heartfelt thank 
you to Clancy, the staff at Highlands, 
and all the golfers who took time out 
of their busy schedules to support our 
organization and its mission. 
(continued on page 2)
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(Union Plaza, continued from page 1)
and landscaping will be installed on 
the east side of the channel along 21st 
Street.  The þnal phase of construction 
will wrap up in 2011 and will focus on 
the creation of the childrenõs play area, 
other fountains, the extensive plaza 
along 21st street, and þnal artistic 
touches. The Timeless Tile murals will 
start to be constructed with artist Su 
Harvey throughout the summer and 
fall of 2010.

We are so excited to see this bold  
vision become a reality! Please visit 
the work site or watch our publica-
tions for additional construction up-
dates and invitations to special events 
to dedicate the park and its amenities 
for 2010.

(Volunteers, continued from page 1)
Our congratulations to the ôDana Coleõ 
team who won the tournament with 
an impressive -15! If you are interested 
in participating next year please call 
the Foundation ofþce at 441-8258.

At our annual signature event Night 
at the Gardens, which was held on 
September 10, 2009, over 260 special 
guests and supporters helped us 
recognize our 2009 Golden Friend 
award winner, Hoefeling Enterprises, 
Inc.  Hofeling Enterprises, Inc. was 
recognized for processing all the wood 
waste generated by the Lincoln Parks 
and Recreation Department Commu-
nity Forestry Section and recycling it 
into wood chip mulch for over 3 years. 
This activity has kept this waste from 
going to the city landþll and has saved 
nearly $50,000 in disposal fees. Hofe-
ling Enterprises has also opened their 
yard to the public following storms to 
allow disposal of tree debris at no cost. 
In January 2009, they processed all 
trees from City Christmas Tree recy-
cling sites into mulch saving the City 
over $2,500 in fees. Additionally, Hofe-

ling Enterprises donated 100 spruce 
trees to the Department for planting 
on city golf courses. Scott Hofeling has 
served as an appointed member of the 
Lincoln Community Forestry Advi-
sory Board since August 2008 and has 
been an active member in all regards. 

Additionally, the Foundation 
sponsored the þrst annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Ice Cream Social for over 
200 volunteers in conjunction with the 
Lincoln Parks Department at Star City 
Shores on August 11th. This event was 
a great way to end the summer season 
and to take a moment to simply say a 
heartfelt THANK YOU to those who 
selÿessly devote their time and talents 
to our community.

Welcome to the þrst edi-
tion of the Lincoln 

Parks Foundation bi-annual 
newsletter. Our newsletter 
was created to ensure our 
many friends, supporters, 
and volunteers are fully in-
formed about the exciting 
work going on at the Lin-
coln Parks and Recreation 
Department and at the Lin-
coln Parks Foundation.
 Our þrst issue features a 

review of our most recent and most successful campaign 
to date, Union Plaza. We invite you to join in sharing 
this success and we will make sure to keep you informed 
and up to date with progress reports about this histor-
ic effort. We will also use this space to highlight other 
projects, programs, and campaigns in future editions. 
We hope these communications will provide a unique 
forum to illustrate how your selÿess donations are sup-
porting our excellent parks system and programming 
now and into the future.

 Also in this edition you will þnd inspiring stories about 
our volunteers and information about our new targeted 
initiative to increase planned giving opportunities to our 
organization.  These stories clearly illustrate how our or-
ganization has the capacity and ÿexibility to facilitate a 
diverse set of donors, interests, and gifts in support of 
our Cityõs beautiful public spaces and critical human 
service programs.
 Finally, we had an excellent turnout at both of our an-
nual events held in September, Night at the Gardens and 
our 17th annual Golf Tournament. These events provided 
excellent outreach opportunities to many of our existing 
supporters and provided an avenue for new friendships 
and partnerships to be established as well. Thank you 
for your time and interest in our mission and vision.
 
SEE YOU IN THE PARKS!

Christie Dionisopoulos
President, Board of Directors

Greetings from the President 

SEE YOU IN THE PARKS!

Be sure to check out the newly re-
designed Lincoln Parks and Rec 

Departmentõs website for informa-
tion about special events, seasonal 
activities, and continuing education 
opportunities for the whole family  
in your neighborhood at  
parks.lincoln.ne.gov




